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‘GREATEST SACRIFICE’ 


MEMORIAL DAY 


Area tributes are altered 
but not derailed by virus 


BIG CROWDS THIS WEEKEND 


Vacationers seen 
lounging closely 


without masks 


BY BRYCE GRAY 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


The coronavirus pandemic didn’t 


LAKE OF THE OZARKS 
Videos show pools, bars 
crammed with people 


"i 


STERN WARNINGS 
‘If you can’t social distance 
... you must wear a mask’ 


CHRISTIAN GOODEN, CGOODEN@POST-DISPATCH.COM 
Joe Turner, center, of Wentzville, searches for the grave of his father-in-law, Columbus Owens, on Sunday with his grandchildren Owen and Alex Krietemeyer at St. Charles Memorial 
Gardens. The family wanted to lay flowers for Owens, who served in the Navy on the USS Yorktown during World War II, they said. Turner’s late wife is buried there as well. 


stop people from packing the Lake 
of the Ozarks for the Memorial Day 
holiday weekend, despite state so- 
cial distancing orders as Missouri’s 
confirmed illnesses approach 12,000. 

Crowds flooded some bars and 
restaurants at the Lake of the Ozarks, 
which attracts visitors from St. Louis 
and Kansas City as well as surround- 
ing states including Illinois, Kansas, 
Arkansas and Iowa. 

Videos and photos posted on social 
media show crammed pools and out - 
door bar areas where people lounged 
close together without masks. 

Missouri’s statewide stay-at- 


RACHEL ELLIS, RELLIS@POST-DISPATCH.COM 


AT LOCAL CEMETERIES 


St. Louisans find 
ways to honor 
those who gave all 


BY SARAH TEAGUE 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY — Despite 
the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, 
Jefferson Barracks National Cem- 
etery remained a symbol of freedom 
and sacrifice for many laying flags on 
Memorial Day weekend. 

Altered but not derailed by the 
challenging circumstances, similar 
tributes unfolded at other cemeteries 
around the St. Louis area — uphold- 
ing normalcy and tradition as much 
as possible, while incorporating new 
twists, as needed. 

Typically, Jefferson Barracks is full 
of Boy Scouts before Memorial Day, 
as hundreds of Scouts from across 
the area plant a flag at each head- 


home order expired earlier this Dennis Call, 68, cries at the grave of his father, Walter Valentine Call, at Jefferson Barracks National 
Cemetery on Saturday. Dennis Call, a Vietnam veteran, said he felt both sadness and joy at his father’s 


gravesite. “My father and my uncles helped me get through and cope with life after the war,” he said. 


stone, leaving asea of red, white and 


Please see CROWDS, Page A5 Please see MEMORIAL DAY, Page A10 


St. Louis officials 
concerned by delays 
in lab tests + a3 


National nursing 
home testing goal 
goes unmet « A5 


US houses of worship 
emerge slowly from 
shutdown « A6 


Bus lines, seeing 
ruin ahead, seek 
federal help + A6 


Bicycle sales surge 
as Americans yearn 
to get moving + A6 


THE 
LATEST 


Illinois lawmakers approve 
$42.8B ‘status quo’ budget 


BY DOUG FINKE 
The State Journal-Register (TNS) 

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. — Il- 
linois lawmakers approved a 
new state budget Saturday as 
the Legislature wrapped up a 
whirlwind four-day session 
that resulted from the corona- 
virus pandemic. 

Beyond the budget, lawmak- 
ers approved other legislation 
aimed at providing relief during 
the pandemic, including a bill 


that allows bars and restaurant 
to sell cocktails to go. 

Legislators approved a bill 
changing the tax structure 
for the new Chicago casino. A 
study last year said the tax rates 
in the original gambling expan- 
sion bill were too high for the 
Chicago casino and would de- 
ter companies from wanting to 
operate it. 


Please see BUDGET, Page A7 


Lambert privatization 
isn’t completely buried yet 


BY MARK SCHLINKMANN 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

ST. LOUIS — Five months 
after Mayor Lyda Krewson 
declared as dead the idea of 
privatizing St. Louis Lambert 
International Airport, the city 
has yet to bury the idea. 

The mayor said Friday that 
“we will at some point in time” 
yank the city’s preliminary ap- 
plication to federal authorities to 
allow consideration of the idea. 


But she said in an interview 
that she might leave the appli- 
cation in place for now to ex- 
plore whether there might be 
a way to use the privatization 
option to develop some of the 
excess unused land owned by 
the airport. 

She didn’t elaborate but 
added, “I don’t think it’s any- 
time soon.” 


Please see AIRPORT, Page A7 
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